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The Sailing Stones

Stone Trade in Waterscapes: The Adriatic
Basin in Comparative Perspective

The conference explores the extraction,
trade, and utilization of stone in the Early
Modern Adriatic basin and its intercon-
nected river networks. The forum investi-
gates a dynamic “waterscape” ecosystem
where raw blocks, ready-made architectu-
ral elements, and raw materials like lime
sand circulated across maritime and rive-
rine routes. While rooted in the Early Mo-
dern Adriatic, the conference embraces a
longue durée perspective, as well as broa-
der comparative geographies. By bringing
together diverse fields, this final event of
the AdriContArch project offers a multifa-
ceted examination of how this floating tra-
de facilitated a cross-cultural exchange of
human skills, knowledge, and architectural
models.
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