
Dipartimento di 
Filosofia e Beni 
Culturali

The Sailing Stones
Stone Trade in Waterscapes: The Adriatic 
Basin in Comparative Perspective

26-27 June 2026
Pula, Archaeological 
Museum of Istria

Organiser 
Cristiano Guarneri
cristiano.guarneri@unive.it	

To attend the conference 
online, please register at: 
https://unive.zoom.
us/meeting/register/
ugzxAYHvR4SVxhqB4yy_DQ 

Event funded by FARE Project 
AdriContArch ID R20KZKK4HX. 
This project has received funding 
from FARE programme of the Italian 
Ministry of University and Research (ID 
R20KZKK4HX AdriContArch)

The conference explores the extraction, 
trade, and utilization of stone in the Early 
Modern Adriatic basin and its intercon-
nected river networks. The forum investi-
gates a dynamic “waterscape” ecosystem 
where raw blocks, ready-made architectu-
ral elements, and raw materials like lime 
sand circulated across maritime and rive-
rine routes. While rooted in the Early Mo-
dern Adriatic, the conference embraces a 
longue durée perspective, as well as broa-
der comparative geographies. By bringing 
together diverse fields, this final event of 
the AdriContArch project offers a multifa-
ceted examination of how this floating tra-
de facilitated a cross-cultural exchange of 
human skills, knowledge, and architectural 
models. 
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